Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.144; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.4.
In the title compound, C 29 H 26 N 2 O 4 , the benzene ring is twisted by 73.5 (5) and 84.9 (3) with respect to the mean planes of the two indole ring systems; the mean planes of the indole ring systems are oriented at a dihedral angle of 82.0 (5) . In the crystal, molecules are linked by pairs of N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into chains.
Related literature
For applications of indole derivatives, see: Poter et al. (1977) ; Sundberg (1996) ; Chang et al. (1999) ; Ge et al. (1999); Ni (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level.
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Figure 2
A packing diagram of (I). Intermolecular hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines.
Diethyl 3,3′-(phenylmethylene)bis(1H-indole-2-carboxylate)
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube Graphite monochromator ω/2θ scans 4879 measured reflections 4557 independent reflections 2813 reflections with I > 2σ(I) 
